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passages I refer to Chapter VI of my disser- 
tation, " Untersuchungen iiber das mitteleng- 
lische Gedicht 'Wars of Alexander,"' Berlin, 



Havipden-Sidney College. 



J. B. Henneman. 



DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE 
SCRIBES OF 'BEOWULF.' 

The only apparently legitimate conclusions 
that can be drawn from the difference between 
the two handwritings (designated A and B) of 
the ' Beowulf MS., and the fact of correspon- 
dence of B with 'Judith,' have been fully 
presented in 'ten Brink's treatise on the 
poem. Critics are not agreed that the dialect- 
al changes in the epic furnish sufficient proof 
to warrant their classification as changes 
" from the Northumbrian to the West Saxon." 
Ronning's attempt to prove the Northum- 
brian origin of ' Beowulf by means of dialectal 
analysis is criticised as a failure. Sievers by 
the use of more exact methods of criticism, viz., 
the syncopated and non-syncopated forms, and 
metrical analysis, has deduced more tenable 
arguments in favor of Anglian origin. These 
are strengthened by the historical-literary 
evidence accumulated by ten Brink. 

The difference existing between the hand- 
writings A and B is not of such a character as 
to place B at a " considerably later date " than 
A. The only proof for such a belief has been 
taken from B's tendency to level p and S to S. 
Nor has sufficient examination been spent 
upon such a tendency as to determine what 
may have been the "literary traditions" of 
the respective scribes ; at least, whether they 
were traditions of a West Saxon attempting 
to transcribe a Northumbrian poem. 

That 3 and p were used without distinction, 
compare Sievers' 'Old English Gram.' 
§199 ff. Moreover, the use of final -p in the 
present of verbs can support only the differ- 
ence in literary traditions. In ' The Battle of 
Maldon,' which must have been written after 
991, a poem of 350 lines, we find the present in 
final -p (11. 34, 40) appearing twice in thirteen 
possible cases, to offset the single case heal- 
dep, 2294, cited in B. This shows the inade- 
quacy of such proof as regards date. Cook 
dates 'Judith' "not later than 937." This 



does not, of course, preclude the assumption 
that both B and 'Judith' were copied later 
than ' The Battle of Maldon.' Again, the uni- 
formity of siftdan in B can be compared with 
its use in Cjedmon's 'Genesis ' (which, as is 
agreed, is a transcription of a Northumbrian 
poem by a West Saxon scribe, and, perhaps, 
earlier in date than B or A, these latter being 
assigned to the second half of the tenth century 
by ten Brink), where SS is printed in the 
Grein text without variation. 

2. Dialectal differences are systematically 
arranged in ten Brink's work, pp. 238-41, 
with the remark that nearly all the Kentish 
and likewise part of the Anglian forms are of 
such a character that they occur here and 
there even in West Saxon texts. 

The dialectal differences, therefore, not 
being wholly Northumbrian nor of great an- 
tiquity do not of themselves require that there 
should be any more marked distinction in the 
use of a and g before nasals than is to be 
found in an ordinary work of transcription. 

Charles Flint McClumpha. 
Bryn Maiur College. 



THREE EDITIONS OF FREVTAG'S 
DIE JO URNAL IS TEN. 

Die Joumalisten. Lustspiel in vier Acten von 
Gustav Freytag. Edited, with an 
English Commentary, by Walter D. 
Toy, M. A. Boston : D. C. Heath & Co. 
1889. i2mo, pp. 160 [Heath's German 
Series.] 
Die Joumalisten. Lustspiel in vier Acten 
von Gustav Freytag. Edited with Intro- 
duction and Notes by Calvin Thomas, 
A. M. New York : Holt & Co., i2mo, pp. 
134. [College Series of German Plays.] 
Die Joumalisten. Lustspiel in vier Acten von 
Gustav Freytag. With an Introduction 
and Notes by Richard Hochdorfer, Ph. 
D. Boston : Schoenhof. i2mo, pp. 153. 
" Die Joumalisten " of Freytag stands in 
German comedy only second to Lessing's 
" Minna von Barnhelm." We greet therefore 
with pleasure any attempt to make the 
American public better acquainted with this 
work, especially when the editions are of such 
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